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1, An increasing number of vrominent. Social Democrats are becoming convinced 


that the lesdershio provided by Zdenek Fierlinger, the party chairman, is 
proving to be more of a liability than an asset, especially in m ‘ters of 
internai politics, These leateyvs realize that the party is failing te take 
full advantage of its pesition iidway between the Comanists and the 
National Seclalists, Thia ts mainly because any ceoperation with the 
National Socialists on linortant demestie issues is made impossible by tha 
refusal of the latter to have anything te do with Plerlinger, whe has a per 
feet record of full support for the Comminists on all inbernal and external 
issues, 


4, 16 & result, a movesent bas siarted inside the Social Democratic Party to 
veplace Fierlinges as chairman. This will require a very special strategy, 
as Flerlingcr's position is still Strong. Accowiing te present plans » Bn 
attempt will be made to divorce the party chairmanship from any position 
in the Cabinet, in the hape that Pierlingor will prefer to remain as 
Deputy Prime Minlater in the Goverrment rather than keep his pres ant 

rarty position, 


3. Frantisek Tymes, present second vice-chairman of the party, is the norson 
nest frequettiy mentioned as a reclacamont for Fierlinger, 
25X1A : ; 
According to other reports, Blazej Vilim is alse 
regarded as having & good chanee for the Social Democratie chairmanship. } 


25X1%,, [Rs :2:.65 that tre comunists arc convinced that Fierlinger 
wii Lose his pest as party chairman when the Social Lemoeretice convention 
is held in Berne. It is reperted that Flerlingor has already established 
contacts to regain his -nsitden as Ambassador to the USG?. ; 
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